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                      United Methodist Church 
            1031 Iowa Ave. Los Banos, CA  93635 
               E-MAIL Address: umclosbanos@gmail.com 
                          Phone (209) 826-4181 
                                                                                           

Worship Service In-person 10:00AM Sundays 
Service is also online Website:www.umclb.net                                      
Sunday School following Children’s Moment in Worship Service 
Pastor Office hours: Tuesday-Thursday 10:00 AM-2:00 PM 
or call (510) 552-7240 
Church Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:00 AM–12:30 PM. 
Please call the Secretary if you need time in the office. 
Messages are checked Monday-Thursday.  
Pastor:  Rev. Ìvoni Maama                       
Church Secretary:  Lori Winters 
https://www.facebook.com/LosBanosUnitedMethodistChurch 

 
28          Brian & Susanna Hepworth  

 
April contributions total:  $ 8,435.50 

In-Person Services for April 5th (88) 12th (32) 19th (37) 26th (34)  

1 Germaine Wiley 
13 Carter Cardenas 
14 Cathie Lopez 
14  Ted Krynick 
15 Kerri Michel 
20 Taetum Cardenas 
 

 20 Jayda Cardenas 
25 Brian Hepworth 
26 Susan Ramsey 
30 Jacob Barton 
31 Susana Hepworth 
 

 



Vine Monthly Events for  May 
Important dates:  
Sundays in May  -Youth Group after Church 
11:15 to 12:15  Join Diana for a time of faith, 
growth, and community. All youth are welcome! 
Tuesday, May 5th -Ad Council 7 PM Zoom 
Wednesday MAY 6TH - 긒긓10:00 AM (every 
Wednesday) there will be a Prayer/upper room conference call, everyone is 
welcome to join and share any concerns. the number is (720) 843-2603 Access 
Code:  8941334 
Wednesday MAY 6TH -Centering Prayer 2 PM Zoom, ID 841 8056 5606 
Passcode 876156  
Thursday MAY 7TH -Bible reading 2PM ID 841 8056 5606 Passcode 876156 
Sunday May 10th -Making lunch for the encampment after Church 
Tuesday, May 12th -Trustee Meeting 7PM Zoom Meeting ID: 897 0585 
8917Passcode: 406217  
Wednesday May 13th  -SPRC 6PM in the Fireside Room 
Tuesday, May 19th  -Craft Night 6 PM in the fireside room. 
Wednesday, May 20th Worship Committee 7PM in the office 
Saturday May 23rd -United Women of Faith -Friendship Tea at 12 Noon in the 
Fireside Room 
Sunday May 24th  -Making lunch for the encampment after Church 
Saturday May 30th -Paint class in the Fireside room 1PM 
 
If you need visitation for yourself or someone else please contact Karen 
Bonillas, Melissa Jones, Susan Younce or Ìvoni Maama 
At 12:00 noon please take a moment to pray for your pastor and church 
 

 
Women of faith meeting at 12 noon on Saturday May 23rd in the fireside room. We will be having 

tea, snacks and fun games. Please join us for a fun afternoon.   

Our Fireside kitchen could use some supplies, if you are out shopping and want to get a 
little something extra for the church kitchen we could use paper towels, single serve 

instant coffee, paper plates, plastic spoons, small drinking cups and toilet paper.    

Melissa is working hard on organizing rummage sale items. If you have anything please 
bring to the church, she would like to have time to presort and organize. If you have 

large items let her know before you bring them down so we can make space. 

 

 



Dear Los Banos United Methodist Church Family 
 
Grace and peace to you all. 
The month of April has been a profoundly meaningful time in the life of our church. We 
journeyed together through the Lenten season with reflection, prayer, and fellowship, and we 
witnessed God’s presence in many beautiful ways.  
 

On Ash Wednesday, we held a silent service, offering a sacred space for personal reflection 
and repentance. This quiet beginning set the tone for our Lenten journey. 
 

On Good Friday, we provided several opportunities for worship, including silent services at 
11:00–11:45 AM and 1:15–2:00 PM, and an in-person service at 12:00 noon. While attendance was 
smaller than we had hoped, we are grateful for those who came. We will prayerfully reflect on how we 
can better plan for future services, recognizing that weekday schedules can be challenging for many. 
 

Easter Sunday was truly a blessing. We joined with four other churches at Forebay for a 
sunrise service. Karen Bollina, the Hew Family, Foa, and I were honored to worship alongside the 
wider community—it was a joyful and spirit-filled gathering. 
 

At our 10:00 AM service, we shared a combined worship service with the Free Methodist 
Church. Our bell choir offered beautiful music, and we were blessed with special music from our 
partner church. The highlight was a moving play depicting the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, reminding us of the hope and victory we have in Him. 
 

April was also a very busy and fruitful month with our “40 Days Journey” Bible Study, which 
began during the week of Ash Wednesday and continued through Lent. It was a wonderful time of 
spiritual growth and fellowship. Each Saturday, we enjoyed a delicious IHOP-style breakfast lovingly 
prepared in Foa’s kitchen. On our final Saturday, we celebrated together with a meal at the Real 
IHOP restaurant, which Foa treated us to, and it was a joyful and memorable conclusion. 
 

As we look ahead to May, we are excited about what is coming. On the first Sunday, we will 
take time to acknowledge and honor some of the very dedicated individuals in our church. We will 
also celebrate Mother’s Sunday, inviting all women to attend as we offer a special blessing in their 
honor. 
I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to each of you for your prayers, your support, your 
generosity, and for sharing your time, talents, and resources to help build God’s Kingdom here on 
earth. I also want to challenge all of us: give what you have, not what you hope to have. God knows 
 

our hearts and understands our circumstances. Do not be afraid to offer your gifts, time, talents, and 
abilities. If you have ideas for new programs or activities, please feel free to speak with me or the 
chairs of our committees. Your voice and your vision are always welcome. 
 

We are also very happy to welcome our Youth Director, Diane Perez. We encourage all 
families to bring their children to participate in the Youth Group. Our children are the reef of today and 
the land of tomorrow—we must build a strong foundation of faith in their lives as we prepare them for 
the future. 
 

Lastly, please remember that if you need visitation—whether at home, in the hospital, or simply 
for prayer and conversation—do not hesitate to contact me. I am available for in-person visits and for 
telephone, video call, or Zoom at any time, except Mondays, unless it is an emergency. Please make 
sure you pray for one family each day and memorize the weekly memory verses. May God continue 
to bless you and your families abundantly. 
 
Pastor ‘Ivoni Maama 
510-552-7240 - Ivoni.maama@cnumc.org                   
 

 
 
 

 
 



   

 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

April 7, 2026 
 
The Ad Council met by Zoom on 
Tuesday, January 6, 2026, with nine 
people present. 
 
Worship – Susan Ramsey reported that Lent 
and Easter went well. 
 
Office: Lori stated the Fire inspection was 
done and there are a few things that need to 
be fixed 
 
Social Justice/Manna Ministries – No 
report. 
 
United Women of Faith – 
Laura Scott reported that this Thursday at 
1:00 is the meeting and planting some plants 
so Ivoni can give them to those she visits. 
May 2nd is tea.  
 
Education/Sunday School: No report 
 
Board of Trustees: Kevin reported Fire 
Inspection came and a sprinkler needs to be 
placed in the pantry and down the hall. The 
oven hood was tested. Young’s will be 
starting work on the air conditioning. The 
insurance company is sending more for the 
repairs on the A/C unit 
 
Treasurer’s Report / Finance Team - – 
Gregg Rice reported that the finances were 
doing well but has dropped a bit. The 
General Fund had $9,692 at the end of 
March but that $2,000 was paid towards 
Apportionments. The 2nd quarter for 
Liabilities Insurance was paid. Designated 
looks good and VBS received a $5,000 
donation towards this years VBS thanks to 
Hans There are a few big expenses coming 
up and we should be getting about $8,000 
back from the insurance company which 
will go towards the A/C unit and a fence 
around it. Manna has about $8,866 in its 
account, Scrip has $66. Raise Right 

deposited $320.00 into the account. Schwab 
has $41,000 and is steady.  
 
Staff Parish: - Bonnie reported that a new 
Youth Director was hired and will meet with 
her and Ivoni on Wednesday to go over 
details. Cindy received a slight pay increase 
and the discussion of how she receives her 
pay. She will continue in the same manner 
as before. 
 
Pastor: No report 
 
Calendar: 
 Fall Festival Nov 21st 
 April 8,15,22,29 at 10:00 am is 
Prayer and Upper Room studies 
 April 9th Women of faith meeting 
at 1:00 pm  
 April 21, Craft night 
 Next Ad Council is May 5th at 
7:00 
 
Prayers were offered for those in need. 

 
 

 


